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stead, sometimes to Kensington Gardens, occasionally to
Clapham Common, in order to see the Misses Shelley at
Mrs. Fenning's boarding-school in that district.    At this,
time Percy's favourite sister was Elizabeth, and he was.
very eager that she and Hogg should fall in love with
each other.   Already the youthful philosopher-poet had
resented the existent marriage laws, as hurtful to the
true well-being of society, and was prepared to go to
almost any extremes in order to emphasize his aversion,
from an unjust and evil state of things, and to help on
the much-needed reformation.    He would thus  have
gladly seen his sister and Hogg live together by private
contract, that is, without either civil or ecclesiastical,
sanction, and even those who condemn his principles
must admit that Shelley was here, as at all times, pre-
pared to act up to his convictions.   He would willingly
himself have lived in an union unsanctioned by any
marriage ceremony; though he came to recognize that,,
as long as an undue proportion of discomfort and suffer-
ing of mind and body has to be borne by women, it
would be unkind, unjust, and unwise to demand of them*
a sacrifice so completely beyond anything required of men.
In his statement of his views.on the marriage question,,
Shelley, in his early years, allowed himself to be carried
away by indignation and the zeal of reformation.    Blinded
by the combined light of what he saw and detested and
what his imaginative mind pictured forth for his solace
and delight, he seemed oblivious to all the wrong and
suffering which would inevitably succeed any abrupt and
arbitrary change in the laws regulating the marital rela-
tionship of men and women.   He was disheartened atewis' romances,
